
Author Readings
A Video Interview Study Guide

Recommended Viewing
Laurie Jean Carter, June 2016 Reading
https://youtu.be/8Kb_4e1bcIU
Laurie Jean Carter is an English Professor at Hampton College and 
an Etruscan Press author. In this reading from 2016, Carter shares 
a cutting from a memoir-in-progress detailing abuse by her then 
husband during an active-duty pregnancy. (11:16)

Diane Raptosh reads from Dear Z
https://youtu.be/67cIMughuoM
Diane Raptosh is a poet, English and Creative Writing professor at 
the College of  Idaho, where she also directs the Criminal Justice/
Prison Studies program, and an Etruscan Press author. In this video 
from 2020, Raptosh reads from her latest collection of  poetry, Dear 
Z: The Zygote Epistles. (33:47)

H. L. Hix, June 2019 Reading 
https://youtu.be/vuAxF0vh7eM
H. L. Hix is a professor at the University of  Wyoming and an 
Etruscan Press author. Hix reads fi ve poems that refl ect on the 
nature/culture binary including three of  his own, one by Gwendolyn 
Brooks, and one by W.S. Merwin. (18:28)

Jeff  Talarigo, Jan 2018 Reading
https://youtu.be/9HNNJaCNIAo
Jeff  Talarigo is an Etruscan Press author. Talarigo reads from his 
novel of  linked stories, In the Cemetery of  the Orange Trees. (10:27)

Peter Grandbois, James McCorkle, and Robert Miltner read 
from Triptych
https://youtu.be/9HNNJaCNIAo
Peter Grandbois, James McCorkle, and Robert Miltner are Etruscan 
Press authors. Poets Grandbois, McCorkle, and Miltner discuss their 
post-writing collaboration and read from their collections. (46:48)

Philip Brady, January 2015 Reading
https://youtu.be/s4RxNIQYvfI
Philip Brady is a poet and Executive Director of  Etruscan Press. 
Brady reads from “Book IX: Nighttown” of  his book-length poem 
To Banquet with the Ethiopians: A Memoir of  Life Before the Alphabet. 
(15:02)

Sheryl St. Germain reads from 50 Miles
https://youtu.be/R99cUOCH6BQ
Sheryl St. Germain is a retired professor and M.F.A. program 
director, poet, and Etruscan Press author. St. Germain discusses the 
loss of  her son, Gray, to a heroin overdose, addiction and recovery, 
lyrical essays and poetry, using creative writing as a tool to heal from 
trauma, and reads the title essay from the book. (30:16)

Karen Donovan, Diane Raptosh, and Daneen Wardrop read 
from Trio
https://youtu.be/Z4dLe9yf9CY
Karen Donovan, Diane Raptosh, and Daneen Wardrop are Etruscan 
Press authors. Poets Donovan, Raptosh, and Wardrop discuss their 
post-writing collaboration and read from their collections. (46:07)



Questions/Prompts
Laurie Jean Carter, June 2016 Reading
1.  What event does Cannady share? How do you expect the story to go? What happens to change the direction of the story? How does 
Cannady react to the change? What keeps Cannady from reaching out to those around her?

2.  How does Cannady use language to manipulate the tone of the piece? How does the tone change? What words and images stand out to 
you? Why? 

Writing Prompt: Writing about trauma is said to help us to process it. Write 500 words on how you would plan to write about a trau-
matic event from your own life (you need not reveal the event.) What concerns would you have about writing about this event? Do you 
think you would be able to be honest? Why or why not?

Diane Raptosh reads from Dear Z
1.  Who is the “Z” Raptosh is addressing? What does she share with “Z?” What does she hope to accomplish by doing so? Is there any 
response from “Z”? If so, is it positive or negative? 

2.  Choose one of the poems to analyze. Summarize the poem in two to three sentences. What does the poem say about the speaker? About 
the listener? About the world? Do you agree with the speaker? If so, why? If not, why not? 

Writing Prompt: One hope of the narrator of Dear Z is to introduce the addressee to the world. Write a twelve-line poem introducing 
someone in your life, older or younger, to something that you understand that they may not.

H. L. Hix, June 2019 Reading 
1.  Hix reads two pieces by other authors and three of his own. How does he introduce his own work? Th e other poet’s work? How are the 
introductions similar? How do they diff er? 

2.  Th ere is a common thread that runs through all fi ve poems. In two to three sentences, explain that theme. What is the signifi cance of the 
theme? Do all fi ve poems approach the theme in the same manner? If so, how are they the same? If not, how do they diff er?

Writing Prompt: Choose one of Hix’s three original poems. Write 500 words on how you think Hix went about constructing the poem 
from the sentence provided. 

Jeff  Talarigo, Jan 2018 Reading
1. Talarigo reads several cuttings from his novel. How are they similar? How do they diff er? What do they reveal about the people of Gaza? 
What do they reveal about the novel, its subject, its tone?

2.  Choose one cutting and summarize it in three to fi ve sentences. What images are prevalent? Why do you think the author focuses on 
these images? How is it similar to the other cuttings? How does it diff er? 

Writing Prompt: In the Cemetery of the Orange Trees describes a world very diff erent from ours. Write 500 words on comparing and 
contrasting the world of the novel and the world you live in. Would you be able to live in the world of the novel? What conveniences 
would you miss the most? What changes would you welcome?

Peter Grandbois, James McCorkle, and Robert Miltner read from Triptych
1.  What themes do the poems read by Grandbois, McCorkle, and Miltner have in common? In what other ways can they be connected? In 
what ways are they diff erent? Do you feel the diff erences are enough to suggest a disconnect?

2.  Choose one theme that is shared across the three collections. How is it represented by each poet? Does one poet give it more weight than 
the others? Or does one poet treat it less importantly than the others?

Writing Prompt: Choose one poem from each of the three authors. In 500 words, compare and contrast the poems’ themes, imagery, 
rhythm, and structure. 



Questions/Prompts (cont’d)

Philip Brady, January 2015 Reading
1. What writer does Brady employ as a protagonist in “Nighttown?” What is he/she seeking? How do you know? What other famous char-
acters make cameos? What do they have in common?

2. How does Brady combine the past and the present in the poem? How does he combine the realistic and fantastic? Do the images seem 
anachronistic? If yes, why? If not, why not? 

Writing Prompt: In 500 words summarize the protagonist’s journey through “Nighttown.” Where does he/she start? Does he/she fi nd 
what they are seeking? Where and how does the journey end?

Sheryl St. Germain reads from 50 Miles
1.  What caused St. Germain to write 50 Miles? What was her purpose in doing so? What is the ultimate message that St. Germain wants to 
convey? Per the discussion in the video, what sets 50 Miles apart from other books about the subject?

2.  How does St. Germain classify the essays in 50 Miles? What makes them so? In three to fi ve sentences summarize and classify the essay 
that she reads. What language particularly resonates with you?

Writing Prompt: Write a prose poem about an event in your life that made an impact on the way that you live. Did it change you for 
the better or for the worse? What do you imagine your life would be like if it didn’t happen?

Karen Donovan, Diane Raptosh, and Daneen Wardrop read from Trio
1.  Trio is the second post-writing collaboration from Etruscan Press. How did the authors react to be asked to collaborate? How involved 
were they in the process of assembling the completed volume? What issues, if any, arose during the collaboration?

2.  What common themes emerge in the poems the authors read? How are they similar? How do the diff er? Are they as connected as the 
poems in Triptych? If so, how? If not, what diff erence do you see? 

Writing Prompt: Choose one poem and write 500 words on how it connects to the other poems by its author and how it connects to the 
poems presented by the other authors.


