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Interview with Renee D'Aoust
by Hillary Transue

Renee D'Aoust has moved on from dance and is working on a new
memoir. Body of a Dancer, her first memoir (published by Etruscan Press
in 2012), chronicles her life as a student of modern dance. Her next
memoir is about the family land she maintained with her mother, and how
working in the forest can be a balm. "My mom passed away three years
ago, and we worked in the forest together. My mom was also my first
reader and editor, so not having her as a part of my initial writing process
was very difficult.”

"You know how writers always say that the process of each book is always
different? | didn't really want to believe that," said the 2011 ForeWord
Book of the Year Award finalist. "Body of a Dancer had such a strong
purpose. | felt that | knew why | was doing it and where it would fit in the
body of literature. | was very purposeful ... and | miss that sense of clarity.
With this current project, | feel like | have to find it, like | have to dig
deeper."

One of the contributing factors in some of her work reduction has been
the tragic loss of her mother, with whom she was very close. D'Aoust's
mother was not only supportive of her life in dance, but perhaps her
biggest fan and editor of her writing. When | asked if she had any advice
for aspiring writers, it was her mother's words she recited. "Butt in chair,
pen in hand, paper on desk, write," Renee recalled affectionately. | could
almost hear the smile in her voice.

D'Aoust is currently an online teacher at both North Idaho College and
Casper College. For fun, she maintains a blog for her miniature
dachshund, Tootsie. The blog can be found on her webpage, although her
more serious work takes precedence. She says she hasn't been keeping up
on the blog as much these days, but that her readers should take it as a
good sign. "For me I've noticed-like Tootsie's blog and Facebook-I spend
less time on those places when my writing is going very well."

Hillary Transue is a graduate assistant at Wilkes University's graduate
creative writing program. She lives in Ashley, PA.

Read the entire interview with Renee D'Aoust at etruscanpress.orqg

New Releases from Etruscan

The Subtle Bodies tenses between the lush
descriptions of the landscapes and the violences
both within those landscapes and imposed upon
them. These poems, written by James McCorkle,
seek to make contact with the world as it ebbs into a
digitized silence. They construct speculations,
meditations, dialgoues, monostitches,
autobiographical narratives, or lyric excursions that
resist the encroachments and erosions of our times.

The Arsonist's Song Has Nothing to Do with Fire, a
highly compressed prose poem of a novel by Allison
Titus, explores the loneliness of three misfits as they
attempt to reconnect to the modern world: Vivian,
the wallflower who's obsessed with death; Ronny,
the arsonist, who's resisting the urge to burn the
whole town down; and The Doctor, who struggles to
glorify his legacy with a brilliant and reckless vision:
human flight.

In The Greatest Jewish-American Lover in Hungarian
History, Michael Blumenthal draws both a humorous
and heartrending portrait of expatriate life in Europe
and Central Europe, as well as the hazards and
confusions that confront a European sensibility
living in contemporary America. In venues as diverse
as Israel, Hungary, Paris, Cambridge and, even,
Texas, the stories testify to the work of an American
in an increasingly connected and globalized world.

Featured at June 2014 award ceremony: Dr. Philip Brady, Etruscan Executive Editor; 2014
Etruscan Prize winner Ahrend Torrey; and Dr. Robert Mooney, Etruscan Executive Editor

Ahrend Torrey, of Baton Rouge, La., was awarded the Etruscan Prize at the
Wilkes University graduate creative writing program's closing banquet
held on June 20, 2014. Remica L. Bingham, Etruscan author of What We
Ask of Flesh, judged the contest.

Torrey won the prize for his poem titled "Trophic Cascade." This was the
first year the Etruscan Prize was awarded for a work of poetry. Prize
recipients from prior years were awarded for works of fiction and memaoir.
Torrey is pursuing his master of arts in creative writing with a focus in
poetry at the University.

The Etruscan Prize is awarded each year to a member of the Wilkes
graduate creative writing program who submits one page of any genre
(prose, script, poetry or play) that sings. This was the fifth consecutive
year Etruscan Press awarded a Wilkes graduate creative writing student for
his or her writing excellence.

About Etruscan Press:

Housed at Wilkes University and partnering with Youngstown State
University, Etruscan is a non-profit literary press working to produce and
promote books that nurture the dialogue among genres, cultures, and
voices.

For the latest Etruscan events, please visit our website.
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